The Second Battle of Oriskany
The inspectors having apparently failed, it was time for
public opinion. The drought this summer, which has burned
the pastures brown, came as a last straw. The farmers' savings
had all been used up 5 there were families who were already
starving. A meeting was called at Utica, and representatives of
some 50,000 farmers voted to strike on the morning of August
i, ceasing to deliver their milk to the dealers. They demanded
for the farmer forty-five cents on the consumer's dollar.
The strike was put into effect, and the farmers not only kept
their milk at home but picketed the plants and dumped the
milk of farmers who tried to deliver. Oneida County was at the
core of the strike, and the farmers in the neighborhood of the
little city of Boonville had been among the most active. The
authorities apparently decided to make an example of Boonville,
and state troopers were sent there Monday night. About 10:30
on Tuesday morning, a crowd of some three hundred farmers
and spectators gathered along the road outside the town, wait-
ing for a truck headed for Sheffield's. They had a long board
with spikes ready to lay across the road. The troopers came out
in their cars and marched down between the lines of the crowd,
who, never having done any picketing before, did not hesitate
to make fun of the troopers. The troopers, encountering this in-
subordinate spirit, marched back again to their cars and, to the
continued amusement of the crowd, proceeded to put on gas
masks and steel helmets and to arm themselves with sub-
machine-guns, gas bombs and riot sticks. The people had never
seen sub-machine-guns and didn't know what to call them.
The troopers have asserted since that they ordered the pickets to
disperse, that no movement was made to obey, and that some-
body threw a stone 5 but it was impossible to find among the
Boonville people anyone who would corroborate this. At any
rate, the troopers assaulted the crowd, shooting gas bombs at
them and clubbing them: men and women, old and young, alike.
81